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St. Johnôs Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Address: 

9193 Cleveland Avenue 
P.O. Box 67 

Baroda, MI 49101 
 

Phone: 269-422-1449 
Website: stjohnsbaroda.com 

E-mail: stjohnsbaroda@hotmail.com 
Office Hours: Monday ï Thursday,  

9AM-12PM 
 

Sunday Schedule: 
 Worship 9AM 

Refreshments 10AM 
Sunday School 10:30AM 

 
Pastor ï Nanette Dehnke 
Ministersé..All People 
Council Presidenté.. 

Administrative Assistanté..Amy Semenak 
AccountantééBonnie Hodge 
Webmasteré..Alan Anderson 

 
 

 

Find us on Facebook ! 
Page: St. Johnôs Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Check out our Youth Group as well: 
St. Johnôs, Baroda Youth Group 

 

 

FEBRUARY IS 
RED. PINK, & WHITE item or label 

FOOD PANTRY MONTH 
 

Red Jams/Jellies 
Kidney Beans 

Grapefruit Cups 
Applesauce 

Juices 
Red/Pink Flavor Jello 

Tomato Soup 
Fruit Strips 
Spaghetti 

Spaghetti Sauce 
Boxed Mashed Potatoes 

Tortilla wraps 
Salsa 

White Corn 
Potato Soup 

Chili Seasoning 
Flour 

Ketchup 
Cr of Mushroom Soup 

Sugar 
Taco Sauce 

Ranch Dressing 
Rice 

Vegetable Soup 

 

 

http://images.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=facebook+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FcFCngOm4qG3WM&tbnid=WnsmOCuSOUlvmM:&ved=&url=http://teenspeak.org/2011/11/23/the-latest-facebook-virus/&ei=XdNEUereN8iFywHzn4CAAw&bvm=bv.43828540,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEdIqfE4VXgt0KD2o_CNYxlLz00XQ&ust=1363551454281177
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Memorial Funds 
 

Memorial funds may be designated to: 
 

Altar/Worship Enhancement Fund 
Confirmation Camp Memorial Fund 

General Memorial Fund 
Harold Hafer Memorial Fund,  

Sound for Sanctuary 
Kitchen Improvement Fund 

Pew Bible Fund 
Parsonage Renovations 

Robert Widdis Memorial Fund 
Lorraine Bohnstadt Memorial Fund 

Ruth Schulz Memorial Fund 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Military Servicemen:  
 
Donovan McTague (Meredith) 
74455 Joe Davis Dr. #70 
Twentynine Palms, CA  92277 
 
Kile McTague 
1306 Jackson Avenue 
Alamogordo, NM 88310 

 
Our Homebound Members: 
 
Elaine Lochner  Chet & Val Nitz 
Woodland Terrace  3017 Johnson Rd. 
8850 Red Arrow Hwy Lot 88 
Apt. 29   Stevensville, MI 49127 
Bridgman, MI 49106 
 
Dorothy Spitzke        Sandy Spitzke  
8948 2nd Street  9935 Red Arrow Highway 
Baroda, MI 49101  Bridgman, MI  49106 
 
Carmen Hora 
2700 Lake Pine Path, Apt. 104 
St. Joseph, MI 49085 
 
Elaine Gavac   Ruth Heimbuch 
15316 S. Rosarie  15977 W. Clear Lake Road 
Homer Glen, IL 60491 Buchanan, MI 49107 
 
Ileen Tollas     
8850 Red Arrow Highway   
Lilac Bldg Room 13    
Bridgman, MI  49106   
 
 

Need a Ride? 
Transportation is available for all our worship 

services and events throughout the week. If you 
would prefer not driving yourself, especially 

amid weather conditions and darkness, we still 
want you to come and join us at St. Johnôs! 
Transportation is available on an individual 

basis. So please call the church office 269-422-
1449 for details or to schedule a ride. Donôt let 
anything stop you! Come, share, and celebrate 

Godôs love! 
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Our Church Leaders : 
         
Rev. Elizabeth Eaton     Rev. Craig Satterlee    

Presiding Bishop, ELCA   Bishop of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod, ELCA 

 

Our Companion Synods : 
 

Christian Lutheran Church of Honduras  

Lutheran Church of  Papua New Guinea  

Lutheran Church of Latvia     

 

 
 

If a birthday, anniversary and/or baptism is 

listed incorrectly, please call the church office so 

that we can correct our records. 

 

 
                          
 

 

 

            

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Elaine Lochner 17 Mike Semenak 

7 Brandon Cerecke 19 Sandy McClintock 

11 Phyllis Johnson 26 Heidi Krueger 

11 Steve Nitz 26 Caroline Widdis 

12 Allison Semenak 27 Olivia Hein 

15 Kelly Stout 28 Alan Tollas 

17 Bruce Nitz 29 Steve Anderson 

    

    

    

14 Brandon Cerecke 22 Jane Krueger 

17 Paul Kasten 26 Ken Nitz 

21 Amber Fleisher 28 Emma Stout 
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Wednesday, March 6         Ash Wednesday 
Sunday, April 14                   Palm Sunday 
Thursday, April 18              Maundy Thursday 
Friday, April 19                   Good Friday 
Sunday, April 21               Easter 
Sunday, June 9                  Day of Pentecost 
Sunday, June 16                Holy Trinity Sunday 
Sunday, October 27           Reformation Sunday 
Sunday, November 3         All Saints Sunday 
Sunday, December 1         First Sunday of Advent 
Tuesday, December 24       Christmas Eve 
Wednesday, December 25      Christmas Day 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE FACTS AND FACES OF IMMIGRATION  
 

Immigrants and Experts Launch Free Series Feb. 7 on Immigra tion Controversy 
Gripping the Nation  
 
ST. JOSEPH, Mich. ï Immigrants in the Michiana area with dramatic personal stories will join experts 
Feb. 7 to launch a four-month free series so people can better understand the realities of immigration. 
 
The Feb. 7 launch will focus on the facts and the faces behind the controversy, according to Interfaith 
Action, Southwest Michiganôs interfaith peace and justice collaborative. Interfaith Action is sponsoring 
the series, which is intended for people in faith communities as well as the general public. 
 
The second and third forums in the series, entitled ñImmigration -- Facts, Faces, Fears and Faith,ò will 
be held on the first Thursday evenings of the following two months, on March 7 and April 4. A 
concluding interfaith prayer service on May 2, also a first Thursday, will be held in tandem with the 
National Day of Prayer. All four events will take place at The Rose Center, 301 Wayne St. in St. Joseph, 
and will begin at 6:30 pm. The Rose Center is at Wayne Streetôs intersection with Pleasant Street. 
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PASTORôS LETTER 
 

Dear People of God, 

Itôs February! Still boot season in Michigan. 

In the secular world, many people will celebrate Valentineôs Day.  

In our culture, we use the word ñloveò a lot. Everything from ñI love basketballò to ñI love youò. 
Clearly, the word ñloveò can often mean different things. But you and I both know that real love is 
revealed in clear and plain actions. How we respect, care, and love each other is about the 
verbséour actions. 

Even with our best efforts as humans, we fall short. But God never does. Godôs love is always 
faithful, sure, and certain. Godôs valentine to us is evident each and every day of our lives as God 
acts in the stories we live, the ones we survive, and the ones where we thrive. 

But do you know how much God loves us? The word ñloveò is found 310 times in the Bible. Godôs 
love is promised and revealed in Jesus. 

 

       Behold the One beholding you and smiling. 

         Pastor Nan 
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Dear People of God, 
 
We have some more questions that people in our midst are wondering about: 
 
Why did God create the earth? We are not given an answer. Upon reading Genesis chapter 1 in 
the Bible, the narration begins with ñin the beginning when God created the heavens and the earthò. 
It is clear that God created, but no information is given to answer the question, ñwhyò. 
 

Do you think dinosaurs existed in biblical times ? Science may seem like the biggest threat to our 
faith, but the two are not incompatible. ñScience sometimes overstates its claims on truth, while faith 
understates its own claimsò. So to respond to the question, I believe that faith and science need to 
be in conversation/dialogue together about dinosaurs and other things that donôt seem to be the 
same information. Sometimes, we may need to hold both factual data while continuing to believe, 
have faith and trust in God who is often hidden, unrevealed. So maybe dinosaurs did existé.maybe 
Godôs sense of timing, Kairos, is different than our own human one of ñchronosò time. It is a 
continuing conundrum, but for myself, as a person of faith, I believe in God and appreciate the 
advances of science that come from the gift that each one of us is created in Godôs image. 
 
I have not been baptized and the worship bulletin says that I am not we lcome to come to 
communion.  
All are welcome at Godôs table. So come, experience the joys of receiving Godôs body and blood 
and then let us have a conversation about baptism, you and I. As your pastor, first I respond with 
pastoral careé.I will give you communioné.then if you come several times, I will, for the good 
order, ask if we can talk about your experience, wonder about baptism and what are the next best 
steps for you. Our God is a God of love first and foremost as I serve as your pastor. The framework 
of our faith tradition as Lutherans has found that baptism, first, helps us better understand what 
follows in communion. They are both Godôs means of offering us grace through the Word working 
through the water, the bread, and the wine.  
 
These responses are shared by praying with the Word, holding the office of ordination in the ELCA, 
and my deep love for Godé.to share with you as we continue to become family connected in love. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Nan 
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On Sunday, January 20 th, our c ongregation was  BOLDLY BLESSED by the witnesses that 
we heard and saw:  
 
Our hearts were transformed, and may they continue to be stirring a fter  we listened and 
saw the  HEART WITNESS of 
 
Kayla Fleisher ð  
Her movie, self revelation, music, and faithful witn ess were powerful! She left us with a 
challengeé.. 

Can we become more empty so others can become more ? 

So CAN WE???????     Thank you Kayla!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
And then Rev. Dr. Sid Mohn shared with us a bit in worship and Iater in the adult forum a 
more lengthy dialogue about  
       

INTERFAITH ACTION HERE IN SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN!  
 

Again, the Spirit was stirring, spinning!  
 
Did your heart leap?   
 
Is there a project that you want to ACT ON?  
 
The FAITHFUL WITNESS OF TWO BELIEVERS, SHARING THEIR HEARTS OF 
COMMITMENT, HOW THE SPIRIT IS STIRRING IN THEM, AND THEIR INVITATION AND 
CHALLENGE TO SAYé.. 
 
COME ALONG WITH ME, WITH USé..COME AND SEE! 
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We ar e one body in Christ; it has many parts, but one body.  
 

DISCIPLESHIP IN ACTION ð 
THE SPIRIT IS STIRRING  

HERE AND NOW 
 

Thank you for all the folks who are stepping up and in to say and ACT:  
 

I CAN DO THAT!  
Godõs mission here at St. Johnõs needs YOU! 
 
How c an you serve? Share?  
We are Godõs hands, feet, and voice to share the Good News! 
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WE NEED ONE MORE CHURCH COUNCIL LEADER!  
 

Could this be YOU?  
 

We bring our best gifts, live out our faith, and 
prayerfully lead this community of faith with our 

eyes on Jesus.  
 

We need your gifts! Talk with Matt or Pastor 
Nan if you are interested.  
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FIELD TRIP with Pastor Nan 

 
-SAVE THE DATE- 

 
FEBRUARY 28, 2019, Thursday Evening,  

8 pm (same time as us) 
 
 

 
 
 

National Lutheran Choir ï Holy Spirit Mass 
 

Where: University of Notre Dame, South Bend 
 

Tickets are free.  

Currently in its 33rd year of singing a sacred and spiritual story, the National Lutheran Choir 
features a roster of committed volunteer singers from all backgrounds and many faiths.  

Our singers are teachers , pastors, nurses, business folks, church musicians, Catholics, 
Methodists, Lutherans ðall highly engaged in singing the spirit with passion, conviction, and 

artistic excellence.   

The National Lutheran Choir, now in our 33rd season, engages listeners of all faiths and traditions by 
singing the spirit of music familiar and new. The Choirôs artistry is rooted in its mission to strengthen, 
renew and preserve the heritage of sacred choral music through the highest standards of performance 
and literature.  

Under the direction of nationally-recognized conductor, composer, and organist Dr. David Cherwien, 
(who has written some of our liturgy and hymns in the ELW) the 60-member Choir gives voice to the full 
breadth of Lutheran choral music. 
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2019 Council Members 

Greg Boos (thru 12/20) 
3192 Lemon Creek Road 
Bridgman, MI  49106 
269-465-6697  
   
Matt Fleisher (12/19) 
Vice President 
Mission Endowment Liaison 
4433 Ott Road 
Bridgman, MI 49106 
269-266-7077 
cell:  269-930-4295 
 
Tim Hicks (thru 12/21)     
Property and Grounds Liaison   
10357 Jill Lane     
Berrien Springs, MI  49103    
269-861-5343  
 
Jean Jasper (thru 12/21) 
Christian Education Liaison 
10370 Gast Road 
Bridgman, MI  49106 
269-465-3038 
 
Paul Kasten (thru 12/19)    
President      
Community Life Liaison    
15529 Lakeview Drive    
Buchanan, MI  49107    
269-697-8101     
 
Keith McClintock (thru 12/19) 
8820 Gray Road 
Baroda, MI  49101 
269-422-2871 
 
Laura Waeyaert (thru 12/20) 
3192 Lemon Creek Road 
Bridgman, MI 49106 
301-302-2762 
 
Karen Zielke (thru 12/20) 
Secretary 
Altar Guild Liaison 
1800 Hinchman Road 
Baroda, MI  49101 
269-325-5680 
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February Gospel Texts from Dr. Luke  

Feb 3 ð Luke 4:21 -30  
You canõt go back home and preach, this is even true for 

Jesus.  
 

Feb 10 ð Luke 5:1 -11  
Go! Are you still standing there? Itõs going to be hard, 

get going.  
 

Feb 17 ð Luke 6: 17 -26 
Blesseds and woes to the 12. (so last week didnõt scare 

you away from being a missionary?)  
 

Feb 24 ð Luke 6: 27 -38 
Job description: show radical love, give blessing and 
forgiveness, offer generosity even t o strangers and 

enemies. Whoosh!  
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PROPERTY AND GROUNDS 

St. Johnôs Church Fix-It List       1/10/2019 
 
First Floor (Kitchen):  
*Ceiling issue in ladies bathroom ï a contractor needs to be hired for this.  
*Install new bathroom fan in womenôs bathroom. 
*Finish replacing ceiling lights in Fellowship Hall. 
*Check outlet in Safe Room ï electrician is needed.  Moisture is coming through that outlet.   
 
Second Floor (Sunday School Rooms/Fireplace Room/Church & Pastorôs Office): 
*Finish replacing old light fixtures with LED. 
*Hang blind in church office. 
 
Parsonage:  
*Water is again getting into the sun room at back of the parsonage.  Believe it is coming through 
the light fixture.  Back porch of parsonage is leaking, still as of 11/26 

 
 
*WALL IN GARAGE - NEEDS TO HAVE MOLD REMOVED AND  PLASTIC OR WATERPROOF NEEDS TO BE 

INSTALLED.  *Wet wall in the garage , A/C condensation was dripping down the wall and causing 
the plaster to erode, mildew to grow.  
 

 
Outside:  
*Remove broken sidewalk light (first one by the front of church). 
 
**Highlighted items need urgent attention. **  Pledges or donations are welcomed for the items 
that need contractor or electrical work.   
 
 
 

 



  

 15 

 

 
If you need emergency pastoral care, for situations such 
as hospital admissions or a death in the family you may contact: 
 
Pastor Nanette Dehnke ï 317-464-9434 
 

 

             

 

 

          Help the Homebound with the Caring Card Program! 
 

Please remember our homebound. Either by prayer, visits, or just a card to say ñYes! We 

remember youò.  Havenôt seen that person in church lately?  Wonder why so and so 

hasnôt been there?  Remember:  these were once very active members of our church and 

just a phone call, card, or a visit from you lets them know they are still loved and 

thought of by our St. Johnôs family.  Please contact the church office at 269-422-1449 if 

you know of anyone needing a visit, card dropped off, or a prayer said.  There are 

preprinted labels on the bulletin board in the Narthex for ease of addressing. 

 

 

 

Bible Study ï February 11th at 1 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Please contact Jean Jasper if you have any 
questions.  This bible study is held the second Monday of every month and is open to all members of 

the congregation.   

 

We are collecting pull tabs for the Ronald McDonald House.  A collection jar is located on the table in 
the Narthex.  Please contact Amy in the church office if you have any questions 422-1449.   
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Finance Meeting ï February 19th at 7PM in the Fireplace Room. 

Council MeetingïFebruary 21st at 7PM in the Fireplace Room.   Read Chapter 8 in Who Moved 

My Pulpit? 

 

 
 

January 2019 Attendance  

Offerings $ 5846.00 January 6:  45 

Expenses $11,132.00 January 13:  50 

Variance $ -5286.00  January 20:  46 

 January 27:  50 

  
  

  

  

 
Enjoy the Convenience of Electronic Giving!  
 
3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎȭÓ wants to remind you that we offer electronic 
giving as a way to automate your regular weekly offering. 
Electronic giving offers convenience for individual 
congregation members and provides much-needed 
donation consistency for our congregation. 
 
Direct Debit Giving  is used to automatically transfer 
ÆÕÎÄÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÅÃËÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÓÁÖÉÎÇÓ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÂÁÎË ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔȢ 
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Online Giving  lets you go to stjohnsbaroda.com  at any time to set up an automatic donation 
plan, change your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history.  

 

 
 
 

BLOOD DRIVE  

 

February 12th from 2 PM ï 7 PM 
 
 

 
 

FACEBOOK AND ST. JOHNôS WEBSITE 

 
We love to share pictures of St. Johnôs ministry on our Facebook page and 
website and we get great feedback.  It is our practice not to put names with 
the pictures.   If you have any questions, or prefer your picture not to appear 
on pictures, please submit a dated letter to the church office specify ing 
who you do not wish to be posted on the internet.  

 

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE?  
 
Dear Parents of Confirmation Students (or potential students) and Folks Interested in Youth Group 
We will be using a different curriculum than last year for confirmation. Our primary books will be the 
Bible (your own) and the Lutheran Handbook. 
 
Please EAT before coming. 
 


